
Listening Section:   

You will need to identify whether a piece of music has a monophonic, homophonic, or polyphonic texture. 

Identify the musical time period a piece is from.  For example, if it is chant it is from the Medieval time 

period.  Be sure to listen to the instrumentation to help place the piece into a time period.  For example, if the 

piece has a harpsichord it is not Renaissance period.   

 

Define musical textures—monophonic, polyphonic, and homophonic. 

 

Printing press was invented in the Renaissance period, around 1450.  How was this important to music? 

 

Medieval Music—What was the purpose of music?  Who composed the music?  Why?  What kind of music during 

this time period.  Be sure to mention the secular and sacred purposes.  Crusades, love (hint, hint). 

 

Renaissance time period.  European economies flourished. Middle class.  Musicians were hired by wealthy 

families.  Printing press was invented.  What does renaissance mean?  What occurred during the Renaissance that 

allows music to flourish? 

 

Baroque time period—two composers:  Bach and Handel.  Where did they work?  What instruments did they play?  

What kind of music did they write?  Why were they important? 

 

Oratorio and opera—compare and contrast.  Oratorio includes:  recitative, aria, da capo aria, and chorus.  What is 

the purpose of an Oratorio and who invented the form.   

 

You will need to know the renaissance and medieval instruments and their modern counterparts.  Example:  

sackbut = trombone. 

Music Through Time 3 handout has this information.  Lute 
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You need to know the following terms: 

secular 

madrigal 

homophonic 

polyphonic 

monophonic 

modes 

chant 

plainsong 

motet 

troubadours 
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sacred 

Harmony 

Renaissance 

Antiphonal 

Canzon 

oratorio 

recitative 

aria 

da capo aria 

suite 

concerto 

gigue 

Baroque 

ornamentation 

basso continuo 

chorale 

cantata 

J.S. Bach 

Handel 

harmony 

Acapella 

You also need to be familiar with the Hildegard Von 

Bingen, Bach, Handel, and Vivaldi handouts.  There will 

be test questions directly from the handout. 

Study materials can be found: 

www.garm-es.eu.dodea.edu 

Go to:  classrooms and staff—Middle School—Middle School Music. 

Look in top section:  Music History Mid Term Exam 2012 


